
 

 

 

Game, Set & Match: 
A Wimbledon tennis retrospective. 

The 2020 Wimbledon championships may have been  

cancelled but tennis enthusiasts can still enjoy a little  

sporting nostalgia with this display featuring images from 

the Merton Heritage Service archives. 

 

 

 



 William Renshaw ( left ) playing H F Lawford at the All England Lawn Tennis championships, 1881. 

 Renshaw was ultimately victorious in this match for the Men’s Singles title. This picture gives an idea of   

 the court layout at the original All England Club in Worple Road, Wimbledon. During the 1880s William and  

 his twin brother, Ernest, won 13 Wimbledon titles, drawing huge crowds in a phenomenon known as the      

 “Renshaw Rush.” 



 Aerial view of the All England Club at its current site off Church Road, Wimbledon, 1927. 

 The All England Club moved here in 1922 and the new facilities were constructed at a cost of £14,000.  

 This picture clearly shows the AELTC nestled between Somerset Road and Church Road, with the  

 Wimbledon Park Golf course to its right.  



Aerial photograph of the All England Club Lawn Tennis Club. 

This image was captured during the annual championships in 1927. It was the period when French players 

like Suzanne Lenglen, Jean Borotra and Rene Lacoste dominated the competition. The championship was still 

very much a “Society” event. This was a period where few people could afford to run cars, but look closely and 

you can see rows of vehicles parked in the fields surrounding the Club. 



London Transport poster promoting the 1922 Wimbledon tennis championships. 

The publicity department at London Transport was quick to recognise the draw of the newly opened  

All England Club championships. This was one of several eye-catching designs promoting travel to the  

tournament during the interwar period. 



  

 

 

  

 Statue commemorating Fred Perry, 

 All England Club, 1991. 

  

 Perry remains one of the most successful   

 British players to have competed in the  

 annual championships. Between 1934 and   

 1937 he won three successive Men’s Singles    

 titles and also performed well playing doubles  

 tennis. 

 

 Perry’s title as the last British champion was  

 finally broken in 2013 when Andy Murray beat   

 Novak Djokovic. 



 A view of the outlying grass courts at the All England Club, late 1940s. 

 During World War II the All England Club was used as a Civil Defence outpost, an army exercise ground  

 and a small farm to support the Dig for Victory campaign. In the immediate post-war era the Club hosted a  

 number of Allied Service tournaments as well as US/European matches. Restoration work was also needed  

 to repair damage caused by enemy bombing during the Blitz. 



A women's doubles match on the Centre Court, All England Club, Wimbledon, c.1960. 

The 1960s witnessed a series of leading female champions from Maria Bueno, Margaret Court and  

Billie Jean King, to British players Ann Jones and Angel Mortimer Barrett. From 1967 armchair spectators 

could also enjoy full colour broadcasts of the Wimbledon championship. 



 The famous ivy clad entrance to the Centre Court, All England Lawn Tennis Club, Wimbledon, 1961. 

 During the 1960s there was an ongoing fight to widen participation in the Wimbledon championships.  
 The tournament was still limited to amateurs and several attempts to open the All England championship to  
 all players were rejected. Following an invitation tournament sponsored by the BBC in August 1967, the  
 first “Open” championship was held the following year with total prize money of £26,150. 



 View of the All England Club from the Somerset Road end, c.1965. 

 Changing fashions were visible both on and off the court during this period, with players such as  

 Maria Bueno, Margaret Court and Billie Jean King sporting a range of tennis dresses influenced by  

 contemporary designers such as Teddy Tinling.  



 Peter Hadingham and tennis coach / commentator Dan Maskell at the All England Club, 1966. 

 Dan Maskell (right) and Peter Hadingham prepare to film a series of instructional guides to tennis, at the  

 All England Club in 1966. Both men were Wimbledon residents and are pictured prior to filming a series of   

 instructional guides to tennis. Maskell had acted as coach at the Wimbledon Club, in addition to training  

 Britain's Davis Cup team. In 1955, he became the Training Manager for the Lawn Tennis Association,  

 however for millions he is best remembered as "the voice of BBC tennis commentary.” He died in 1992. 



Tennis enthusiasts fill the grounds of the All England Club for the annual championships, 1975. 

The 1970s was an exciting time for British tennis with star players including Sue Barker and John Lloyd. 

In 1977, local resident, Virginia Wade thrilled spectators by winning the Ladies Singles title in the presence 

of Her Majesty the Queen, who was then celebrating her Silver Jubilee. 



 Service to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the Diocese of Southwark, 

 All England Lawn Tennis Club, Wimbledon, 13 July 1980. 

 In addition to this event, the 1980s witnessed extensions to Centre Court, the creation of a permanent  

 members enclosure and the purchase of Aorangi Park to increase the overall capacity of the Club. 



John Barrett launching a new tennis book at the All England Club, 14 November 1986. 

A former player, coach and commentator, Barrett, celebrated the launch of his book marking 100 years of 

the Wimbledon tournament with former champions Angela Mortimer, Maria Bueno and “Buzzer” Hadingham 

Chairman of the All England Club. 



 Spectators queuing for tickets to gain entry to the annual Wimbledon tennis championships, 1991. 

 The capacity of the All England Club was increased several times during the 1980s and ‘90s. People still  

 join a ballot for tickets but can also queue for entry on the day of play. In recent years the number of  

 spectators waiting all night for tickets has prompted the council to allow overnight camping in nearby  

 Wimbledon Park. 



Champagne and strawberry stands, All England Lawn Tennis Club, July 1991. 

High quality catering and family picnics are popular at the annual championships. Kent grown strawberries, 

Pimms and chilled champagne are just some of the summer treats consumed in vast quantities by the 

crowds of spectators touring the 42 acre site each year. 



A Men’s Singles match on Centre Court, All England Club, c.1997. 

This is thought to show the Singles match between Pete Sampras and Todd Woodbridge on Centre Court. 

Sampras went on to win the Men’s title, one of seven Wimbledon championship titles in his successful  

career. 



Centre Court pictured during the 1999 championships. 

The 1999 championship was blighted by rain, adding to the pressures on British players. At this stage the  

famous Centre Court was still open to the elements and grounds staff were kept busy moving the covers on 

and off the carefully manicured grass. The Singles titles were ultimately won by Lindsay Davenport and  

Pete Sampras. 


